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November 1, 2022: Day 1: Current Situation/Status 

 

1. (Anthony Emaru, emaruanthony@gmail.com) I have gain hopes for the next 2 decades 

agricultural transformation, if and only, every individual takes a part in the action 

initiative such like... How and what do you thinks about the educational institutions, 

what part can they play, do or how can they be incorporated in such an amazing team.  

Not forgetting other already existing research institutions.  Thank you. 

 

2. (kelvin nyongesa, Kevinnyongesa207@gmail.com) Once you apply parasitoid in one 

season can the effect overlap to the next season or you will have to release parasitoid 

every season? If no, can the population in the ecosystem be improved with time in order 

to be self sustaining? 

a. not a q  
 

3. (Tsehayu Kassie Yigzaw, tsehayukassie@gmail.com) My question is for Frankline: How 

much is a Parasitoids cost, how could farmers get access to the Parasitoids and how 

affordable they are for the poorest farmers?  

a. Also (Dorcas Kemboi, dorcas.kemboi@toothpickcompany.co.ke) What is the 

cost of parasitoids for an acre? 

b. $22/acre. less than they pay for pesticides 

 

4. (Kh. Abul Khayer, k.khayer@cgiar.org) What are the most effective biological control 

process for FAW? 

a. Parasitoids 

 

5. (Abdelmutalab Azrag, agesmalla@icipe.org) To David Hughes, What could be the 

reasons for PlantVillage and other organizations to fail in addressing farmers' resilient 

and what made the World food program to be successful 

a. I think PlantVillage is not the same as other organizations. I think we are 

successful as we work with farmers 5 days a week in fields. Most organizations 

don’t have experts in the field with farmers. World Food Programme have to 

give away emergency relief. They do that well but they will soon be 

overwhelmed 
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6. (Abdoulaye Dabre, dabreab@gmail.com) Agnes, I'm working on this form of zaï pits. we 

can have discussion. 

a. Yes please. Reach me out on my WhatsApp @0723633847 or email me at 

kadzoaggy5@gmail.com  

7. (BELAY ABATE, abatebelay9@gmail.com) Is it possible to recommend the Zaipit for 

large scale maize productions? 

a. Digging zai pits is very laborious but very helpful in drought prone or low rainfall 

areas, so it depends on the ability of the farmer. 

b. yeah it's very possible depending on the farmer's ability due to intensive 

preparation of separating the top soil and subsoil 1 ft each deep down. And 

again, the production output is promising gearing up the morale of the farmers 

after the practicals. 

c. In addition, also, African leafy vegetables perform excellently under zai pits, i.e. 

black night shade, spider plant etc. 

 

8. (Tsehayu Kassie Yigzaw, tsehayukassie@gmail.com) Question for Sergie: Apart from 

Mango fruit fly, Mango white scale is a recent threat that challenges mango farmers in 

Ethiopia. So what solution could we have other than chemical sprays which are very 

expensive (not affordable by most of the farmers)? 

a. Physical control such as sanitary pruning is highly recommended as soon as the 

first signs of attack appear in the orchard. and cut branches should be 

incinerated away from the orchard. Solutions such as the installation of insect 

traps in the orchard can help to reduce mealy bug populations. 

b. Here a paper with a list of parasiotid species: https://www-sciencedirect-

com.ezaccess.libraries.psu.edu/science/article/pii/S0261219420300934#bib20 

 

9. (Tariku Tesfaye Edosa, bunchk.2000@gmail.com) I do have question on FAW 

Parasitoids: 1. how to collect the parasitoids from field?  2. Easy way of rearing either on 

factitious food or host food. I am asking these questions, because here in Ethiopia, we 
have a problem in optimizing the rearing mechanisms. We have tried to rear the one we 

have collected from field but failed. 

a. Scout for egg masses in maize fields of 3-6 weeks old preferably during the dry 

season in irrigated fields. This is because during rainy season, parasitized egg 

masses may be washed off by rain from the maize leaves. Look for Faw egg 

masses with a deep shiny black color. This is evidence of parasitoid pupae 

developing and a likely indication of parasitized egg mass. Place each collected 

egg mass in individual glass vials and observe which parasitoid species emerge. 

You can also come across parasitoid wasps (adults) parasitizing egg masses. It’s 

easier rearing on natural host provided you understand rearing procedures of 

the host. 
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10. (Tesfaye Hailu Terefe, yonatentes@gmail.com) How to synchronize the FAW larvae and 

the parasitoids. 

a. For synchronization, you have to establish host production (FAW). Ensure that 

there is every FAW stage in the lab (i.e., the egg, larvae (every instar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

& 6), pupae, and moths) on a daily basis. This will ensure there is continuous 

supply of eggs, hence parasitoid colony will not collapse once established. In a 

nutshell, ensure you have a stable host. 
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